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N Ps ALM xxi. Per. 11, 
For they intended Evil againſt thee; they 


imagined a miſchievous Device, which 
they are not able to perform. 


. — TR” 
d 


* 


e may be a * agreeable W. 
3 tainment, on this Occaſion, to re- 
ESD 1 2 flect upon the repeated Conſpiracies 


4 78 3 of Evil - Deſigning Men, againſt the 
Ne 83 real Intereſts of Chriſt's Kingdom, or 
8 S225 true Religion; and their as frequent 
Di ſappointments and Reſtraints, Such a noble Spe- 
culation our Text will naturally lead us unto. What 
was Matter of Prayer, and ardent Deſire in the 
foregoing Pſalm, is here turn'd into a ſolemn Thankſ- 
giving: That God had eſtabliſh'd the Throne of 
David, and confirm'd the Crown on his Head, to the 
extreme Confuſion of all that malign'd, or oppoſed 
the glorious Revolution of that Day : That by fre- 
quent Victories he had not only conquer'd the Am- 
monites and Syrians, Foreign Enemies, but quelbd 
_ all Inſurrections at Home: That the Chiefs of his Ad- 
verſaries were no longer in a Condition to conſpire a- 
gainſt Him, or diſturb the Tranquility of his Govern- 
ment; For God had ſwallowed them up in his Wrath, 
blaſted their fruitleſs Labours, and extinguiſhed their 
very Name, and Seed, from among the Children of Men. 
And all this in ſuch a Manner as clearly manifeſted 


the interpoſal of a Divine Providence in the Rage” 
3 . 2. of 


4; ban 
of God's choſen People, and happy State of the King- 
dom under ſuch a juſt Adminiſtration. 


T HIS is the Sum of the Pſalm, as it immediately 
relates to David, and the State of Iſrael at that Time. 
But, however ſome Interpreters have rejected all my- 
ſtical Senſe of this Divine Compoſure, making it to 
ſpeak wholly of the Political and Civil Magiſtracy; 
we may juſtly affirm that a greater than David is in- 
tended here; even Chriſ (and his Kingdom) of whom 
David was an illuſtrious Type. The former Part of 
this triumphal Song is very applicable to Him as King 
and Head of the Church; = cannot, without a ve- 
ry extravagant Figure, be ultimately referred to the 
State or Grandeur of any temporal Prince. From the 
8th Verſe his Conqueſt of thoſe who are diſaffected 
to him, with the juſt Revenge he takes upon them, 
are celebrated. Thine Hand ſhall find out all thine E- 
wemies —— Thou ſhalt make them as a fiery Oven in th: 
Time of thine Anger — Their Fruit ſhalt thou deſtroy 
from the Earth, &c. 1 


THE Reaſon of this judicial Severity is expreſſed 


in our Text, 


; FO R they intended Evil againſt thee ;, they imagin'd 
a miſchievous Device „ ” 


IM which Words (taking them in their myſtica 
Meaning) we may obſerve, . 


I. THE plodding Malice of the Wicked. They in- 


e 


„2 AH 9 8 .-. 


4ndn ks. ©. 


J ed OI I 2 re he 


ended Evil; they imagin d a miſchievous Device. The 


Expreſſions denote the utmoſt ſtretch of Thought, 


and moſt eager Spite in contriving Evil, with the firm 


eſt Reſolution to execute it, The Word, Device, is 


For the moſt Part taken in an ill Senſe ; The Devices 


of Satan, The Devices of the People, the Devices of 4 
e rs Man's 


4 


Evil-Deſigning Men, &c. 5 
Man's Heart, are all oppoſed to the Counſels of GOD. 
But when the Epithet, Miſchievors, is added to it, 
it heightens the Idea, and muſt ſignify an immenſe 


Wickedneſs. And yet there is another aggravating 
Term; they are ſaid to imagine ſuch a Miſchief, which 


includes the Notion of inventing it. The Apoſtle, 


| ſpeaking of the Sins of the Gentiles, ſays of ſome, that 


they were #9oves|es xa, Inventers of evil Things &. 


Nothing could be ſaid more to their Reproach. It 


argues à purely diabolical Temper, when, not con- 


tent with thoſe ordinary Evils which the common 


Corruption of humane Nature is roo pregnant with, 
and too plentifully ſuggeſts, Men will ſtudiouſly con- 
trive new Ways of Luſt or Revenge. Nor is this re- 


preſented as a bare Act of their Underſtandings, or 
Trial of Skill, but as the fix*d Purpoſe of their Hearts. 
As they imagir'd, ſo they intended Evil. It's the Off- 


i ſpring of the Heart and Brain. Their whole Soul 18 
full of it. But let us conſider, 


U. THE Object of this malignant Spite, againſt 
whom the Miſchief is form'd and deſign d. They in- 


3% rended Evil againſt THEE, *Tis probable this was 


immediately meant of David himſelf, whoſe Life 
was often in Danger. But as that King was a Type 


of Chriſt, and there-are many Reſemblances between 


them, ſo, no doubt, the Spirit of Prophecy chiefly 


pointed, in this Paſſage, to thoſe Conſpiracies that 


are form'd againſt the Kingdom of the Meſſiah, by o- 


pen or ſecret Enemies. 


THE Word THEE refers to the Perſon ſpo- 


ken of in the Verſe that goes before, who is ſtiled 
the Lord, and the moſt High; and this can be no o- 


ther than G OD, even the Father, or Chriſt. A- 


*. 


* Rom. 1. 30. 


gainſt 


6 . The Conſpiracies 1 


gainſt Him it is that theſe Conſpirators bear an im- 


placable Mind. Not that they are arriv'd to that 


explicite Degree of diabolical Hatred, as openly to 
declare War againſt God, an Impiety which the worſt 
of Men, in a State of Trial, are hardly capable of; 
but they are irreconcileably averſe to his holy Will. 
They are Enemies in their Minds by wicked Works. En- 
mity and Rebellion are turn'd into their Complec- 
tion, They are Things no longer Adventitious 


to them: And what flattering Diſguiſe ſoever they 


put on, this rooted Habit betrays it ſelf in their 
whole Life. 


BESIDES, whatſoever Harm or Miſchief is done 
to the People of God, is, by juſt Conſequence, ſaid 
to be intended againſt Him, whoſe they are. He is 
affronted in the Injuries done to His Worſhippers, on 
whom His Image is viſible, who are His Anointed *, 


and living Repreſentatives of His Holineſs here on 
Earth, as lawful Princes are of his Sovereignty, Thus 
Saul perſecuted Chriſt, in his ungovernable Zeal a- 
gainſt the Saints +, There is not only a ſpecial Re- 


lation, and Propriety, but a ſtrict and vital Union 
between Him and all the Members of His myſtical Bo- 
dy: And as this Conjunction entitles them to a ſhare 
in His Grace and Glory (yea, to His very Name, un- 
der a Figure, 1 Cor. 12. 12.) ſo it renders Him a 
Partner in the Good or Evil that is done to them ||. 


*Tis true, His tranſcendent Excellency is incapable 


either of ſuffering Evil, or of being profited, in a ſtrict 
Senſe, But this Interpretation of the Conduct of 
Men, towards thoſe who are ſo near and dear unto 
Him, is founded on the univerſal Reaſon of Mankind 


(againſt which none can form an Exception) which 


— 


* Pſal. 105. 14, 15. T Acts 9. 4. | Mat. 25. 31 —ult. 


teaches 
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Evil-Deſigning Men, &c. 7 


teaches every one in his Station, whether of a higher 


or lower Rank, to reſent and denominate thoſe Things 
which are done to their Repreſentatives, Dependents, 
and Relatives, as done to themſelves. 


Is therefore with a juſt Propriety of Speech, 
that the ſacred Oracle makes GOD Himlſelf the 
Object of thoſe miſchievous Devices which are im- 
mediately level'd againſt His Cauſe and People. 
' Thoſe Plotters have a potent Adverſary to deal with. 
If the fearful Sheep can't cope with ſuch ravenous 
Wolves, the Shepherd of Iſrael is able to grapple with 
them, And hence it is that we hear, 
III. OF their righteous and ſurpriſing Diſappoint- 
ment. They imagin'd a nuſchievous Device, which 
they are not able to perform, or to eſtabliſh, as the 
Greek ſupplieth the meaning. They want neither 
Craft nor Inclination to deviſe and perpetrate Evil; 


and they ſeldom fail of inventing ſuch Methods of 


Deſtruction, as, if puſhed on with Succeſs, would 
accompliſh their pernicious Deſigns ; but Power fails 
them that they cannot execute their Machinations. 
. They conceive Miſchief, and bring forth Falſhood, as that 
. lignifies Diſappointment, It's always in a Man's own 
Power to be Malicious, and intend Evil, for the WH 
is a free Faculty: But as ſometimes Counſel and 
judgment may be wanting, and falſe Meaſures con- 
© Certed, ſo the ſubtleſt Devices may be blaſted by an 
* unforeſeen, and unacknowledg'd Providence: Yea, 
and produce Effects quite contrary to the End propo- 
. Ted. How often are the Counſels of the Wicked thus 
_ infatuated, their moſt ſanguine Hopes fruſtrated, 


1 and their Confidence overthrown, when they are 


moſt ſecure ? They lift up their Horns on high, or a- 
gainſt the moſt High; they arrogantly boaſt of their 
Policy, Strength, and Numbers ; and ſcornfully in- 
ſult the Righteous, when at their Mercy: But the 
? 5 Horns 


The Conſpiracies of 


Horn: of the Wicked ſhall bi cut off *. They ſhall be 


ſuddenly diveſted of that Authority which they uſed 
to the Oppreſſion of good Men; and, like untamed 
Beaſts, torc'd, tho? from a violent Principle, to bow 


to that righteous Power, which they diſdain'd as a 


Tote; or feel the Effects of its juſt Indignation. 
W. THESE; Words, as related to their Con- 


text, will alſo inſtruct us, That as God is the Sove- 


reign of our Conſciences, and his Laws and Judgments 


regard not only our outward Actions, but moſt inti- 


mate Thoughts, ſo he juſtly puniſhes Men for wicked 
Devices, eſpecially when maturely ripen'd, and car- 


ried to a fixed Reſolution, tho? ſome intervenient 


Cauſe impede their Accompliſhment. The whole 
Method and Oeconomy of Sin is perfected, where there 
is a thoughtful Contrivance, a willing Inclination of 
Heart, and deliberate Conſent or Reſolution to per- 
petrate Evil. Sin, or at leaſt the Image and Idea of 
it, may paſs into the Mind without the Affection of 


Guilt : for, when rejected without the leaſt Degree 


of Approbation, it can leave no ſtain behind; and 


this only implies a capability-of Sinning, or of being 
tempted, inſeparable from the Notion of a free intelli- 


gent Creature, Angel, or Man, eſpecially in a State 
of Probation, But however ſome ſophiſtical Caſuiſts 
have determin'd to the contrary, the leaſt and firſt In- 
clination of the Vill to Sin, is Sin: And where there 
is a voluntary Diſpoſition, a free Choice, and a form'd 
Deſign, then all that is ſtrictlyj Moral in Sin is com- 
pleated; tho' Ability, or Means, be wanting to 
accompliſh the outward, or phyſical Act, which 


Theologues call the ſubſtrate Matter of Sin. And 


thus our IL. ORD himſelf, the great Lam-giver, hath 3 


determin'd the Point -T. It's true, aFual Murder is 


a 
* A 


I. 
— 


* TAR FF + Mat. 15. 19. Ch. 5. 28. 


more 


more heinous than the moſt deliberate Purpoſe to do 
it. But the Reaſon of this is, that thereby not on- 
ly the Authority of the Law is violated, but a real 
' Miſchief is done to another, or many others beſides 
the offending Party; and in ſuch a Caſe there are con- 
comitant Circumſtances, that infer new Acts of Voli- 
tion, or the Repetition and Confirmation of former 
Intentions, But as external Acts are not always in 
Men's Power, ſo they may contract a finiſh'd Guilt, 
in the ſight of God, from what paſſes upon the Stage 
of their own Minds and Wills. And therefore, he 
judgeth and puniſheth thoſe who act a Tragedy in 
their Hearts, and pleaſe themſelves with the Thoughts 


Evil-Deſigning Mez, &c. 9 


of Wickedneſs, in the ſame manner as if they had 
met with no Obſtruction to their Deſigns. They in- 
tended Evil againſt thee; they have thought a crafty 


\ Purpoſe, like thoſe who ſpread Snares in the dark, as 
ſome conſtrue the Original: Therefore, Thou ſhalt 
make them as a fiery Oven in the Time of thine Anger, or 
thy Appearance. And this is a juſt Procedure, for 
they would, certainly, take as much Pleaſure in do- 
ing, as in contriving Miſchief. All their Preparations 
and Reſolutions are in order to execute the deviſed 


Evil; and their Guilt is not leſſen'd by the Interven- 
tion of a Foreign Power to blaſt their Projects. 


FROM the Scope of the Words, thus conſider'd, 


many uſeful Obſervations might be raiſed. This general 
one ſhall ſuffice to be treated of at preſent, as, well a- 
greeing to the Text, and this ſolemn Anniverſary, viz. 


THAT there is always 4 Conſpiracy of Evil-De- 
ſigning Men againſt the real Intereſts of the KING= 
DOM of Chriſt, or true, and uncorrupted Religi- 
on : But that how ſubtile ſoever their miſchievous 
Devices are, and whatſoever Engines are employed 
to effect them, they ſhall not bs able to accompliſh all 


RB THIS 


their Deſipns, 


1 The Conſpiracies of 


TH IS Poſition divides it ſelf into two Branches, 
of which we ſhall ſpeak in Order, concluding with 
ſome ſuitable Reflections. 


I. AS to the Firſt; That ther; 1s always ſuch a 
Conſpiracy of Evil-Deſigning Men, &c. The Church 
may enjoy ſome Halcyon Days, in which an open Hoſti- 
ity to Chriſt's Ningdom, or Oppreſſion of His Subjects, 
may not be practicable, or ſafe to the Enemies them- 
ſelves. But what ſoever involuntary Ceſſation the Revo- 
lution of humane Affairs may extort from them, yet, 
theſe Inſtruments of Satan never diveſt themſelves ot 
their rancorous Malice, or Luſt to do Evil; and they 
will be always deviſing how to carry on. thoſe perni- 


cious Counſels, the Images of which are inſeparable 


from their Thoughts. They perpetual'y meditate aper 
Enmity or cover'd Guile, And whatſoever Succeſs o- 
ther Methods have, or have not, they will be ſure to 


attack the Yirals of Religion under the pretext of 
Zeal for it. 


THE Leader in this Conſpiracy is Satan, He 


rules in the Children of Diſobegience;, not fo much to 


gratify their Humours, as to diſhonour G O D, and 
wound the Souls of Men to Death. His chief Inftru- 
ments are, often, the Kulers of the Earth (Pal. 2. 2.) 

and ſuch as by their natural Capacity, Complect ion, or 
Rank in the World, are ſooneſt tempted, and fitteſt 
to proſecute the Purpoſes of his immortal Hatred a- 
gainft the eternal King. EHis libidinous Eye is parti- 
cularly fix'd on Thole, who are capable to excel in 


their Oppoſition to Chriſt and His Kingdom, And be- 


ing Maſter in the Art of diſcerning the ſpecial Tem- 
peratures of Men's Spirits, he fails not by proper 
Lures and Motives to engage and employ them, to 


and Obſtruction of ſerious Godlineſs in the World. 
Nor 


their own certain Perdition, and the great Prejudice 


Evil-Defigning Men, &c. 11 


Nor does this ſubtile Spirit diſdain to inſpire the meaneſt 
Mretches with his own Sentiments, uſing them as Par- 
*ſans of Deceit and Cruelty, 


AND ſo vitiated is humane Nature, in its lapſed 


State, that there is no Wickedneſs ſo full of Horror, 
but Men can be reconciled to it, under the Influence of 
this original Tranſgreſſor. They are voluntary Slaves 
ofthe Prince of Darkneſs; and (unleſs vindicated from 
his Power and Conduct, by that efieftual Grace, which 
both prevents and determines, where God deſigns it 


ſhould do ſo) capable of being brought, with their 


con conſent, to ſuch a Reſemblance and Imitation of 


this infernal Fiend, as entitles them to the curſed De- 
nomination of his Children ||. 


- KENCE that early Diſtinction of the Seed of 
the Woman, CHRIST, and all that are His, and of 
the SERPENT, apoſtate Spirits, and wicked repro. 
bate Men. Cain was of this viperous Brood, and flew 
his righteous Brother. And this was the Firſt-fruit 
of that Eumity, which the All- ſeeing Judge declared 
ſhould be between theſe two Diviſions of Mankind; 


whole Senſe of Things, Views, Tempers, manner of 


Liſe, and Ends are fo oppoſite (and that not only 
under different, but under the ſame outward Diſpen- 
ſations of Providence, and ſame external Profe ſſion of 


Keligion it ſelf) that all the Policies in the World can 


mever be able to reconcile them ; but that Thoſe who 


are born after the Fleſh, will perſecute thoſe who are born 


after the Spirit: And Theſe latter will deteſt, and 


declare their Diſſent from the Principles and Practi- 
ces of thoſe who reſiſt the Truth, and openly violate 


the holy Law of God. 


1 , U n 8 a 


John 8. 44. 


W Conſpiracies of 


I T were an Undertaking, beyond what the pre. 
ſent Time will admit of, ſo much as to hint at the 
ſeveral Inſtances recorded i in Scripture and Hittory, 
of this inceſſant Oppoſition of bad Men to all that is 
Good and Holy; or, at the Methods and Devices by 
which they have attempted to extirpate true Religi. 
on, and deſtroy thoſe, who, in the Face of evil Ex- 


ample and Authority, durſt be valiant for ic, that: 


they might fulfill their Luſts without Controul, or 
viſible Reproach. 


No ſooner was the Son of GOD become incar: 
nute, but Herod, conſulting firſt with the Prieſts, 
forms a Deſign to 227 nate Him; and covers his Plot 
with the pretence of doing Homage to the King « 
Iſrael. The whole Life of Jeſs, and Acts of the 4. 
poſtles, are full of Inſtances of the implacable Spire af 
the Fews againſt them; and of their crafty Counſels u 
cut off that Sect of the Wazarens, whilſt it was yet in 


Embryo. The Phariſees and Sadducees, who, accord. 


ing to our modern Language, were the High Church 
and Deiſts of that Age, tho” as oppoſite in their Prin. 
ciples, as one evi! Extreme can be to its contrary, yet, 
both unite in their Oppoſition to the Goſpel, which 
equally condemn'd the n of the one, and 
Licentſouſneſs ot the other x. They ſanctified their 
murderous Devices with the Plea of aſſerting the Right: 


of the eſtabliſh'd Religion. And tho? Providence 
baffled all their Schemes, and Chriſtianity, the more 


it was oppreſt, the more it propagated, God bearing 
Witneſs to it, with Signs and Wonders, and divers Mi- 
racles, and 2 ifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own 
Mil +; yet, theſe Men were n of being wrought 
on in a moral Way, or led to wr Reflections, by the 
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did but irritate their Rage againſt it. 


Evil-Deſigning Men, &c. 13 
moſt ſenſible Proofs that Heaven it ſelf was engaged 
in the Quarrel againſt them. The moſt Divine At- 
teftations to the Truth, inſtead of convincing them, 
And thus they 
go on (tho' hopeleſs of Succeſs) to accuſe and per- 
ſecute the Chriſtians every where, as Contemners of 
their Law and Temple. Their Malice was invete- 
rate, and invincible, nor did it abate with the Extin- 
ction of their City and Nation by the Roman Arnues. 


AND this may furniſh us with a practical Argu- 
ment, that Men pretending to a Zeal for Religion, 
as far as Heat and Flame can go, even to that degree, 


f as to exclude all ſober and ſedate Actings of a rational 


| tion; but their broad Phylafteries ||, 


Mind, are often the bittereſt Adverſaries to its real 
Intereſts; and mean nothing by it at bottom, but to 


make it a pander to worldly Gain, Power, Riches, and 
Domination. For what other Vieus could the Sadducees 
(who were ſo far ſunk into the animal Life, as to de- 


ny there was any Spirit, or conſequently any intellectual 
Happineſs, or future State *) have, 
in taking Counſel with the Prieſts 
and Phariſees how to ſlay the in- 
nocent Chriſtians +? Theſe indeed, 
put on a Shew of Sanctity and Devo- 


* What pity is it they 
did not fall upon the 
Iucky Ti ought, of aſcri- 
bing an immortalizing 
Vertue to the Conjura- 
tions of a Prieſt ? But 
that Diſcovery cas re- 
ſerv'd for an Age more 
improv'din Knowledge. 


and enlary ed G arments, Were too 
thi a Vu to hide their deteſtable 
Avarice and Ambition. The fre— 


quent Conteſts they had with our Saviour, and his 


| Cenſures upon them 8, make it manifeſt, that all this 


Contention for the Traditions of the Elders, antient Ce- 
remonies, and Authority of their Church, was but a 
Trick, the more plauſibly to ſecure to themſelves an 


influence over the People, and carry on their worldly 


＋ Ads 5.17, 33. Matt. 23. 5, & ibid. 


Ends, 


14 [be Conſpiracles of 


Ends, And indeed, they had ſo corrupted the whole. 


Diſcipline of Moſes, with their periitious G Loſſes, 
loofe Interpretations, and Inventions of Syperf#ition, 
that their Religion it felf, as handled by them, was 
now adapted to patronize, or excuſe their Wicked- 
neſs: And ſeem'd to be form'd on Purpoſe, to filence 
their Conſciences by a ſham Righteouſneſs, in a ſtrict 
Obſervance of Rituals, and, at the ſame Time to 
gratify their vicious Affections, and cover the groſſeſt 
Violations of the Eternal Law of Nature. No won— 
der that Men thus principled, and thus fortified 
againſt all Convictions, were irreconcilable to the 
chriſtian Religion, then in its Purity, and which had 
nothing in it, or annexed to it, that could pleaſe the 
Senſes, ſubſerve a carnal Intereſt, or indulge a looſe 
Converſation. 


1 NEED not ſuggeſt that we are here preſented 


with a lively Portraiture of the Conduct and Aims. 


of a Secular Clergy, (to uſe that Epithet m another 
Senſe than 1s commonly intended by it) in all Ages, 
and under all Religions. 


IT were too long to ſpeak of the De ions form'd 
againſt the Chriſtian Church, by thoſe who were in 
greateſt Power and Veneratien in the Gentile World. 


If we follow her in Hiſtory for ſome Centuries of 


Years, we muſt wade ren a Sea of Blood. But 
Chriſt ruled ſtill in the midft of theſe open and avowed 
Enemies of his Name. The Number of Converts in- 
creas'd more than in Proportion to that of « Iartyrs 
and Confeſſors, till Chriſtianity became Carbolick, and 
ſpread its Congueſts far beyond theſe of the Raman 
Empire. 


THIS Succeis of the Goſpel put the grand Ad- 
verſary of Truth and Righteouſneſs to the Expence 
of New Counſels. 


Having (in vain) tried the Force 
0 
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of ten long Perſecutions under Heathen Emperors, 
and finding all u»diſous'd Attacks unſucceſsful, like 


an impotent Battery againſt an impregnable Rock; 


his next, and moſt fatal, Device was to poyſon Chri- 
tianity it ſelf, mingling therewith the Abominations 
of falſe Religions, with the Addition of a more worldly 
and Tyrarnical Spirit than the Generality of Mankind 
were acquainted with before: That under the Covert 
of a.Chriſtian Profeſſion, he might carry on his Works 
© of Darkneſs and Deſtruction, as effectually, as if the 
Nations had ſtill retain'd their former Idolatries. 


THIS was indeed an early Artifice of Satan, from 
the firſt planting of the Goſpel ; but carried on by 
ſilent Steps, like a flow Poyſon, that inſinuates by 
Degrees into the Maſe of Blood, and then ſeizes upon 
the Vitals all at once: At firſt its Operation is not 
diſcern'd, anon the Body begins to loſe its beautiful 
"Complexion, its Craſis is corrupted, the Spirits fail, 
the whole Frame is diſorder'd, no Medicines can ex- 
pel the fatal Doſe; now incorporated with every 
Part, a hideous Deformity ſucceeds, and certain 
Death. Thus did the Myſtery of Iniquity operate, 
aſter the Subtilty of Satan, in the Chriſtian Church, 
till from ſmall Beginnings, gradual, and ſcarce ob- 
Jerv'd Corruptions, it ended in a general Apoſtacy, 
and brought forth that ſeven-headed Monſter, which 
ever ſince, has filled the World with Death and 
Deſtruction. 
IIS impoſſible to particularize that Variety of 
_ helliſh Devices, fabricated by the Church of Rome, to 
-raze out all Convittion of pure Chriſtianity, and eſta- 
bliſh its own Dominion over Mankind, The grand 
Plot was to erett a Kingdom of their own, in Oppoſi- 
tion to That of Chriſt; an unlimited juriſdiction, even, 
to whoſe UNEXAMIN'D DECISIONS all Men 
- ove an implicit Obedience, for the mere Authority's 
f Sake, 


16 De Conſpiracies of 
Sake *. This great Authority (pretended to be de- 


riv'd from Chriſt, but, as the Sacred Text informs 
us, Rev. 13. . in Reality delegated by the great 


Dragon, who firſt taught Men, after his own Primi- 
tive Example, to aſpire to it, and then aſſert it with 


Rage and Cruelty) being once acknowledg'd, gave 


an authentick Sanction to all the other Abominations, 
and Uſurpations of Anti-Chriſtianiſm. By the Help 
of this one Principle, it was an eaſie Thing for Po- 
pery, to get its damnable Hereſies, its moſt idolatrous 
Superſtitions, and all the Doctrines that ſerve to ag- 
grandize the Prieſthood, to paſs current for the Truth; 
of Chriſt, Let this enormous Power be once ſubmitted 
to, and what could hinder their amaſſing the Wealth 
and Grandure of the World, into their own Hands; 
and their bringing the Souls and Bodies of Men, under 
the moſt cruel Bondage? By the ſame ſacrilegiou; 
Claim it was, that they diveſted Kings and Princes 
of their Sovereignties, leaving them only a precariow 
Title; and made the Secular Arm execute their 


Ghoſtly Purpoſes in all Parts of the known habitable 


Earth. 


FRAUD and Violence are the mighty Engines by 


which this Anti-Chriſtian Monarchy has enlarg'd its 
Territories, and preſerv'd its Conqueſts. CHRIST 
Kingdom is not of this World (unleſs that Text is now to 
be raz d out of our Bibles) and its Weapons are ſuitable 
to its Warfare, which is ſpiritual, and knows no other 
Force than that of conſtraining Love, inſtructing Rea- 


ſons, and gentle Entreaties, join'd with an inward 7 


Efficacy, that by the Conviction of the Mind, dil- 


arms the moſt implacable Heart, and makes it wil- 
lingly yield to the Sceptre of Chriſt. But the Spirit 
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of Popery diſdains to treat Men as reaſonable Crea- 


tures: It challenges a blind Submiſſion to its Unex- 
amin d Deciſions, as Men would avoid the Imputaticn 
of Infidelity, and which is worſe, being treated as 
Rebels to this Supreme Authority. Authority armed 


with Threatnings and Tortures, the moſt proper Ar- 


— 


guments to make Proſelytes to a ſlaviſh Religion. 


* 


"TIS true the Aſſerters of this Church-Dominion * 


do ſometimes put on a milder Appearance; and, 


ſaving to themſelves the Right of enating new ſpiri- 
tual Laws, and of enforcing them with proper Santtions 
(of which themſelves are the only Judges) they will 
in Words, diſclaim the barbarous Extremities of 
Blood and Slaughter, and content themſelves with 
lighter Cenſures, thoſe wholeſome Severities of negative 
Diſcouragements, legal Incapacities, and Forfeitares 
of natural Rights and Privileges, without which, they 
find by Experience, no Eecleſiaſtical Tyranny can 
poſſibly ſubſiſt. But as theſe Sanctions are of the ſame 
Mature, though not the ſame Degree, with the moſt 
bloody Methods, and conſequently both, or neither, 
muſt be repugnant to the Bleſſed Spirit, and Genius 
of the Goſpel ; ſo, we have the Experience of above 
A thouſand Years to convince us, that nothing but 


Arict Neceſſity, that is, Want of Power, can preſcribe 
Bounds to the Spirit of Perſecution, or reſtrain its 
moſt flagitious Exorbitance. 


+ WE need not fetch Proofs of this from foreign 
Hiſtories, though moſt Nations under the Cope of 


Heaven, retain everlaſting Monuments of its unli- 


mited Rage. The Records of our own Country, 
the Havock it hath made, and the more dreadful De- 
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 ſalations it hath attempted in Great Britain and Ireland, 
even ſince our Kings have caſt off the Papal Supremacy, 
ate a ſtanding Evidence to what exquiſite Severities, 
Men animated by a perſecuting Zeal, will proceed 
againſt all that ſtand in their Way. Tis impoſſible 
they can obſerve any Bounds, whilſt their Malice is 
beightned by Principles of Religion, and W by 
an Authority deem'd ſacred. 


THE intended Maſſucre in King James the Firft's 
Time, is a pregnant Inſtance of this. The Gun- 
Powder-T, reaſon was ſuch a prodigious Wickedneſs, as 
ſcarce admits of any Compariſon, drawn from Popery 
it ſelf. The Deſign of it was to extirpate the Sola 


Proteſtant Intereſt at once. A Project of ſo vaſt a. 


Compaſs, requir'd the Policy of Hell to proportion 
the Means to the End. The Method reſolv'd upon 
was 'equally full of Horror with the Deſign it ſell. 

And if that inviſible Providence which always 


watched over the Reformation, had not in the moſt . 


critical Moments detected the Conſpiracy, there had, 
by that one Spark, been an End not only of the Engl; f 
Legiſlature, but, as far as humane Views can reach, 

of the Engliſh Nation, and Britiſh Liberties, and Re- 


form'd Religion throughout all Europe. King James 


wanted Inclination , or Opportunity to fullal the 
Jarge Promiſes he had made to the Papiſts, before, 
and at his Acceſſion to the Engliſh Crown. But no 
Diſappointments of that Nature, could inſpire them 
with fo inbumane a Spite, or prompt them to ſo volu- 
minous à Miſchief, if the curſed Maxims of their 
Religion did not perſwade to it. Hence it was, that 
the Inſtruments of that intended Tyaredy were fo far 
from being touch'd with any Affections of Remorſe, 
that they gloried in their diabolical Plot; having 
the firong:{t Aſſurance that it would be pronounced 
meritorio 5 by the moſt ſacred Authority of their 
Churc? Vile and Lmpious Church! That 8 
7 i Ide 
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Idol of Hell, whoſe Altars were often moiſten'd with 
the Blood of humane Sacrifices, paſſing through the 


Fire to Moloch, was not guilty of half thy Homicide! 


Thy hotter Zeal devours whole Nations at once! 


* 


7 Here? 


cation would, if not exaſperate the Government 
againſt the whole Party, yet at leaſt put it upon ef- 


fectual Meaſures, to prevent any future Attempts 


from popery. But in a little Time all Reſentments 
ſeem'd forgotten. The direful Calamities and fatal 
Cataſtrophe of the ſucceeding Reign, had no other ori- 
gina Cauſe, than a form'd Deſigu to unite with the 
Church of Rome. Execrable Device! Above a Hun- 
Ared Thouſand Proteſtants were ſacrific'd in a few Days, 
without Diſtinction of Age or Sex, or Regard to the 
N ature, Friendſhip, or Civil Soci- 


only private Murders, but publick Alaſſacrees are hal- 
lowed Things, when practis'd for the Service of the 


Church) to cement the intended Alliance wich their 


EVER ſince the ſame Spirit of Popery has been 
perpetually plodding how to work our Ruin, and over- 
throw our Religion, Laws and Liberties. After a 
long Series of Luſt and Rapine, King Charles the Se- 


cond, now worn out — was ſuſpected, by the 
 Romiſh Party, of a Deſign of altering the Methods 
of his Government to their Prejudice, if not the Ex- 


cluſion of Him in whom all their Hopes center'd. 


9 But a Prince whoſe Reign had been fo tragical a Scene 
of Perſecution, and Innocent Blood ſhed under the Co- 
vert of Law, and who himſelf had apoſtatiz d from 


THE 


IT were rational to ſuppoſe, that ſo great a Provo- 
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THE late King James, truſting to the Since- 
rity of thoſe, who had made aꝝulimited Obedience, 
the Prince's Will, a fundamental Article of their Reli. b 
Zion, a peculiar Doctrine of their Church, was no Di, 

ſooner ſettled on the Throne, than by a publick De- 
claration, he aſſerted an unbounded Prerogative. 


Dor did he obſerve any Bounds or Meaſures in the 1 aga 


Execution of it; till a total Violation of all Laws, An 
Juſtice, and Property, awaken'd all Ranks of Men in ric 
the Nation, to maintain their undoubted Rights againſt dei 
an encroaching Tyranny, by calling in that true DE- 
FENDER OF THE FAITH, and of the Libertic; F 
of Europe, the Glorious King WI LLIAM, to break } 
to Pieces thoſe Chains of Servitude, that had been 

prepared for us. The Succeſs of that noble and ge- 
nerous Undertaking, adds to the Triumph of this 2 
joyful Day. And that great Prince, who was the 
Life and Soul of the late Revolution, and to whom, i 
under GOD, we owe the great Happineſs of his 12 
preſent MAJESTYs being now on the Throne, to Fc: 
compleat that Work he laid the Foundation for, 31 
as he liv'd and reign'd a Common Father of all his Pes. 4 
ple, ſo his precious Memory will be tranſmitted to, 
Poſterity without Stain. | 


IT might be expected that this Per 10d ſhould con.“ 
clude the firſt Part of my general Obſervation. But 
as Jannes and Jambres (two famous Magicians) with- 3 

tec Moſes x, ſo there are thoſe among us, who do T. 
always reſiſt "the Truth. Their conſtant Oppoſition 8e 
to it, gives us Occaſion to lengthen out this Head of ot 
Diſcourſe a little farther. And here, not to ſpeak of ti: 
the daring Attempts in the laſt Reion, to elude the by 
Proteſt ant Succeſſion, and conſequently overthrow the q 
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WProteſtant Religian, by impoſing upon the Nation an 
abjur d Bigot of Rome; nor on the later High-Church 
7 beiden. of which afterwards, I fay not to inſiſt at 
12 on theſe, though black Deſi ſons The late 
¶Diſputes, as manag'd by ſome of the Advocates of 
Ye- Church- Power, may, without any Injuſtice done to 
that Party, be reckon'd amongſt the ſubtileſt Devices 
Fganft true Chriſtianity, that any Age can produce. 
, FAnd I wiſh they were not mingled with ſuch Poli- 
tick Notions, and ſpiteful Reflections, as have a Ten- 
inſt dency to create freſh Diſturbances to the Govern- 
E. ment. 


eak THE main Thing contended for is ſuch, as one 
| ould think no Proteſtant were capable of affirming, 
4 iz. That the Church (a Word, which, as commonly 
Wwſed, is of an undetermin'd Signification ; though 
ſome give us very bold Hints that they mean nothing 
dy it but a Convocation *) has Authority to make new 
1s. 4 aws in Matters of Religion; Lams binding the Con- 
ſcience to that Degree, as to challenge an implicite Sub- 
¶IJjection, even to its UNEXAMIN'D DECISIONS , 
and to enforce thoſe Luws with Temporal Penalties +. 
We readily grant that the Miniſters of Chriſt have 
| Fan Office- Power to preach the Goſpel, apply the Seals 
of the Covenant, and perform other Miniſtries 
+3 commanded by Chriſt which, in a well ſettled State 
of the Church, none but ſuch as are initiated into 
Holy Orders ( not to vary the Phraſe) ought to do: 
do Though under different Circumſtances, all theſe 
ion Services may be lawfully and validly perform'd by 
| of other Chriſtians. But Authority to preach and bap- 
of tize, and perform other Miniſtrations, already ſettled 
the by Chriſt, is a Thing altogether different from a 


* Vide Dr. Snape's Vindication, p.6. 7} 1bid. p. 56. Second 
Letter to the * of Bangor, p. 56, 57, 58. 
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Power to make new Laws in Matters of Religion, This E. 
we cannot but diſprove as a moſt pre/umpruogs Claim, Mfarte 
as the Source of al} the Apoſtacies that have been in 
the Chriſtian World, and a virtual renouncing of e C 
Chriff, the only Head of the Church, as it is a /piri- . 
tual Community; from whoſe expreſs Authority, de. 
clared in his Word, all the Doctrines, Worſhip, d'of 
Manner of Worſhip, Laws, Government, and Diſci- “ 
Pune of the Church, are immediately deriv'd. 1 


NOR can any ſuch Prerogative in any Perſons, be bu 
maintam'd, without reflecting this 7:p-2ach upon hat 
Chriſt himſelf, that, tho' commiſſion'd from Hea- REY 
ven to that Purpoſe, He has not inſtituted all Laws N 
and Rules needful for the right Diſcharge of that Leh. 
Worſhip and Obedience, which he requires of Be- Jos 
lievers, in order to their eternal Salvation. If he has, I 
all this pretended Power of the Church is vain and aſe- Pur. 
teſs ; (unleſs it is to be exerciſed only about needleſs 4 | 
Things) and did he delegate to his Church an aſeleſ |} | 
Power? And if he has not thus inſtituted all zeedful MR er 


Laws and Rules, &c. then every Thing is precarious, f F 
and 1t 1s not poſſible to tel}, when we ſhall come to a 1 
certain Method of Religion. For this Church Power gig 


is the fame in all Ages, and may enact new fpiritual 1 
Laws without End and without Meaſure. Nor is ii ka 

the leſs to be ſuſpetied, that it aſſumes a Right to en- ee 
force its Laws with proper Sandt ions, that is, ſuch as cer 
the Church Power ſhall judge proper, and by Exper. , 
ence find moſt effectual. And where theſe will ſtop, ** 
no private Perſon can, or has Right to determine. a 
And if this be not the very Baſis of Popery, what can 4114 
_ deſerve that Name? — 


ONE of the Champions of this Cauſe, and who he 
pretends much to a logical Way of Reaſoning, amu- — 
ſes his Readers with a medium between the Sanftions 3 
by which the Church of Rome enforces its ſpiritual | 

Laws, 
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1 aus, and the negation Of all temporal Penalties in 


1 Matters of Religion +, But all he has advanc'd on 
in Iris Head, is a meer Diverſion from the true State of 
of He Controverſy. He puts himſeif to a great deal of 
-;. Fains to convince the World, that the Romiſh Inquiſi- 
le. Pon is worke than a legal Incapacity ! who ever doubt- 
ip, Id of this? And if we ſhould grant him that his nega- 
ci. e Diſcouragements, &c. are a fort of Medium be- 


' ween that bloody Tribunal, and the Negation of all 
3 3 Sant ions to enforce the ſpiritual Laws of the 
Tburch, (Which yet, logically ſpeaking they are not) 
Fhat will he gain by it? Will this prove that thoſe 
: 4 Fery Penalties he pleads for, are proper Sanctions in 
J atters purely Religious ? For all he has ſaid, his 
Vebter Cenſures, may be as improper as the moſt 
ig Methods. Nor is this School Maſter able to 
4 Fring any Arguments for the one, but what may be 
urn to the Vindication of the other. 


BI if we ſtate the true Extremes 1 this Contro- 
1 rerſy aright, we ſhall find that they can admit of no 
F edium at all, For, where the Extremes, (eſpecial- 
ly in moral Caſes) are in all their Parts, and in all 
Reſpects, Terms of immediate and ab! olute Contra- 
diction, one of them muſt be right; *tis Nonſenſe to 
1. talk of a Medium. And this is exe Aly the Caſe in the 
preſent Argument, if we cloſely adhere to the Mat- 
48 N ter in debate. The Extremes are, A Church Power 
i- o make new ſpiritual Laws in Matter of Religion, and 
p, 4 ewa Salvation, and to enforce thoſe Laws with tempo- 
e. * Penalties; and, no ſuch Church Power, either to 
\n male ſuch Laws, or to enforce them with fuch Penalties, 

And what kind of Adedium will theſe Extremes ad- 
mit of? The Affirmative, or the Negative muſt be 
io held. And it will be che ſame, if we ſpeak of the 
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Propriety or Impropricty of temporal Penalties in Mat 

ters of Religion, abſtracted from the Power of makin 1.0 

new Laws. And yet this pretended Logiciam vaunth 74 
of a Medium, which is wholly of the fame Natur 
with the evil Extreme condemn'd by himſelf; aut 
ſo very like unto it, that, ſtricly ſpeaking, there! : 
ſcarce a proper Tranſition from the one to the othe; Þ 
Ic is only a ſtraining the ſame Thing a little higher, 
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AND the more to impoſe his Jargon upon th 
unwary Reader, he confounds a Power of hn, 
ſpiritual Laws with proper Sanctions, with a Con. 3 
miſſion to act under Chriſt in Spirituals; which ant 
quite diſparant Things ; for one may be commiſſion ® 
to act under Chriſt in Spirituals, as to preach, and 
adminiſter Sacraments; and yet have no Authority 4 
either to make, or enforce new ſpiritual Laws. And * 
yet this learned Grammatiſt makes the denial of the © 4 fr 
one, to infer the denial of the other alſo. Which]! 7 
as ridiculcus to Reaſon, as if one ſhould lay, chai A 
King GEORGE has commiſſion” d no Juſtices of the 
Peace to act under him in Temporals, becauſe he hx 
not delegated a Power to them to make new Lav 
for his Subjects. 5 


vat 
ar 


BUT it ſeems this Doctor, and his Fraternity 
diſdain any Commiſſion to act under Chriſt, but whall y 
raiſes them to the Dignity of Vicegerents, with 14 fu 
Power of Legiſlation and Judgment. How remote, 
are theſe Pretenſions from the Claims of the Apoſtles, 
who inſtead of challenging ſuch a Sovereignty over the | 
Church, profeſt themſelves its Servants ? Not in that Ieh 

 Judicrous Manner in which the Pope ſtiles himſelf, 3 
Serv Servorum, but from a Convittion that their ve. d. 
ry Office was but a Miniſtry, that conſiſted in ſacrel Y * 
Services for the good of the Church, and not in an) 
Dominion over it, Therefore they proteſted, that , 
they delivered nothing to the Churches, requir'd no- I, 
chin 


1 Evil-Deſigning Men, &c. 25 
ching of them, impoſed nothing upon them, but what 
Whey receiv'd from the Lord, the alone Law-giver to his 
Church, either by expreſs Conference, or R evela- 
tion, being always under the unerring Conduct of his 
Spirit. So that all their Deciſions were the Deciſions 
Jof Chriſt himſelf; and it was His Authority, not 
theirs, that gave to them all their binding Force, 


v BUT do any Proteſtants pretend to ſuch an In- 
the Ffallibility ? There is, indeed, ſomething very ſhocks 
ng in a late Repreſentation, whichicondemns this Pro- 
n Folſition f, * That Chrift never interpoſeth, ſince his 
a firſt Promulgation of his Law, either to convey Infalli- 
as * bility to fuch as pretend to handle it over again; or to 
aut "ec aſſert the true Interpretation of it, amidſt the various 


15 I and contradictory Opinions of Men about it”, as an 
i Error, and an Error of ſuch Importance, that it 


the FQhreatens the Deſtruction of all Government and Di- 


>: Fcipline in the Church. Now, the Antitheſss to this 
: 1 4 Propoſition fo vehemently condemn'd, is, that Chriſt 
che. Woes actually interpoſe, ever fince the firſt Promul- 
"Fation of His Law, to convey Infallibility to ſuch as 
aug Handle it over again, and to aſſert the true Interpre- 


tation of it, c And if this has not a real Tenden- 
y to ſubvert Chriſtianity it ſelf, and to reduce the 
178 ingdom of Chriſt to a State of Anarchy and Confuſion, 
oY y cutting off its Relation to Chriſt Himſelf as King, 
n! and ſubjecting it to the imperious Luſts of Men, I 
vl eave others to determine. 

"18 
they | SHOULD not meddle with an Argument 
chat By»hich has the ableſt Pen in the World engag'd in its 


& 


ell : Defence: But when Proteſtant Diſſenters are prompt- 
= 2 2d, not without an [mputation of Stupidity , to ap- 
any 3 T 
that g T Vide Report of the Committee of the Lower Houſe of Convocat'-s 
no n, &c. in 8. p. 20. Vie Dr. Snape's Vind, p. 50, 51, 67 
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pear in Defence of that pretended Power, under 
which themſelves and their Fathers have groan'd above 
a Century of Years, ſuch a Summons will juſtify all 
have ſaid on this Point, it being alſo agreeable to the 
general Scope, and Thread of my Difcourſe. However 
this officious Monitor ſuppoſes the Diffenters to be in 
a profound Lethargy, they have ſtill too much Senſe and 
Spirit remaining, to be decoy'd into the Intereſts of 
a Party, who, according to their own Principles, 
muſt look upon all Denominations of Diſſenting Pro- 


teſtants, as out of Chriſt's Covenant, and think them 
little better than Heathens. | 1 


— 


- | ——— Aut ulla putatis 
Dona carere dolis Danaum ? Sic notus Ulyſſes? 


Nor have they any Reaſon to truſt to the Courteſie of 
a Church Power, tho', in Words, it diſclaim all bar- 


barous Methods to propagate its Worſhip, which a- 
ſerts an mherent Right to enforce its Laws with ſuch 
Sanctions, as exclude them from the natural Privile- 


ges and Capacities of Free-born and peaceable Subjects. 
Whatſoever Sanctions it may content it ſelf with now, 
we know the Time when they had as deep a Dy as the 
Blood of Saints could ſtain them with. The Seve- 7 
rities of the High Commiſſion Court, in King Charles 
the Firſt's Time; the barbarous Perſecutions of that, 
and the ſucceeding Reign, will never permit us to 
think, but that this Church Power thirſts after the De- 
ſtruction of all that will not tamely ſubmit their Con- 
{ciences to it. Theſe were: ſuch light Cenfures, to 
keep to the Doctor's Terms, as preſt many to Death, 
as deyour'd the Fatherleſs and Widows, multiplied | * 
the Groans of the miſerable, and drove many Thou- F 
ſand Families from their native Country, deſtitute 4 
of all humane Support, | | 


THIS | 
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THIS Reverend Author tells us of new Courch 
Laws that are now in Embryo * ; and who knows but 
that new Penalties may be in Embryo allo, and already 
conceiv'd in the fruitful Womb of this teeming Levi- 


athan, tho? as yet brought to no Shape or Perfection? 


He mentions an intended Form of reconciling new Con- 
verts, which we have Reaſon to apprehend, may be 
ſo fram'd, as, tacitely at leaſt, to exclude al) Diſſen- 
ters from the Name and Privileges of Chriſtians re- 


2 conciled unto God. He takes Notice of another Form 


upon the Anvil, of the Conſecration of Churches; and 
that may be followed with other Forms of Baptiſing 
of Bells, and conſecrating holy Water, and holy 


2 Veſtments, The laſt Form he wiſhes confirm'd, Of 
2 viſiting condemn'd Criminals, ſavours leſs of Superſti- 


tion, and may be as uſeful as any humane Form what- 


ſoever, provided it be adapted to all Sorts of Male- 


factors, Prieſts and Laicks, But when Forms multiply 


upon us at this Rate, what ſecurity can we have, but 


tüthey may proceed in Juſinitum? For this Legiſlative 


Power, the Doctor affirms, extends to all Caſes unde- 


termin d by Chriſt |, and theſe are numberleſs. And 
as Laws encreaſe, ſo may temporal Penalties too, 


without which, it ſeems, they have no life of Au- 


thority. But not to detain you any longer with this 
Controverſy, tho? not impertinent. 


I HAVE already made good the firſt Part of my 
Undertaking, (which will be alto farther confirm'd by 
what follows) viz. That there is always a Conſpiracy 
of Evil- Deſigning Men againſt the real Intereſts of 
Chriſts Kingdom, or uncorrupted Religion. Nor is 
there any period of Time, in which it may not be 
ſaid, They intended Evil againſt thee ; they imagin'd a 
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miſchievous Device, &c, I have produc'd divers In- 
ſtances of theſe deviliſh Devices, any one of which, if 
proſperous, had been fatal to Chriſtianity, what im- 
mediate Purpoſes ſoever the Conſpirators might intend ? 
to ſerve by them, And ſome of them were ſuch, 7 
that the Authors could not but diſcern their malig- 
nant Influence on Religion, and fo were ozilty of all 


thoſe evil Conſequences, which would have naturally 
tollow'd the Execution of their curſed Deſigns. 


IAM to ſhew, 


II. THAT hom ſubtile ſoever theſe miſchievous De- 
wices of Evil- Deſigning Men are, and whatſoever En- 
gines are employed to effect them, yet they ſhall not be alle 
to accompliſh all their Deſigns, The Inſtances brought FR: 
under the former Head, do evince the Truth of this 
ſecond Branch of my general Propoſition, which! 
mall therefore diſpatch with more Brevity. 


THE Conſpirators may proceed a great length, 
and their Plots be brought very near Execution, as 


in the two famous Inſtances commemorated this Day. 


Vea, ſuch is the Oeconomy of Providence, that the 
Church may be driven into the Wilderneſs, whilft their 
Adverſaries vaunt and proſper, and are confirm'd in 


Malice by their ſeeming Succeſs. Not only parti- 


cular Perſons may fall a Sacrifice, but whole Churches 
be oppreſt to Extremity, even a total Waſte and De- 
ſolation in the Eye of the World. The Lord is known 


by the Judgments which he executeth, and theſe, not ſel- 


dom, begin at his own Houſe, and are immediately 
inflicted by the unjuſt Hatred of evil Men, who ſhall 


_ themſelves be at laſt, ſnared in the Work of their own 


Hands *, Divine Providences are inexplicable to 


rr 
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f humane Minds, that cannot penetrate into Futurities, 
but there is a general Principle that ſuites them all, 


and in which we may comfortably acquieſce, which 
ſis, That God works all Things according to, and for the 
| nM? he of, the Counſel of bis own Will * , and 
that cannot but be wiſe and good, every way becoming 
the Perfection of the Divine Nature. If there muſt be 
Hereſies in the Church, that they which are approv d 
may be made manifeſt +; if it be condecent to a wiſe 
and juſt Providence to permit theſe, it is no leſs con- 
ęruous to the ſame Wiſdom to permit Per ſecutions al- 
ſo. Theſe do exerciſe the Graces of Chriſtians , 

2 which are calculated for Times of Temptation. The 
Wicked do alſo fulfill their Meaſure of Iniquity, and 
Wei Abuſe of God's Patience, will give his juſtice 
ga ſolemn Triumph. Beſides, Chriſt's Truth will Prevail 


in the End, and its Adverfaries be found LIA R S. 


N the mean Time His Almighty Power will pre- 


4 ſeribe Limits to the Rage of the Wicked, and not 


ſuffer it to exceed the Accompliſhment of his own 
ref and Purpoſe ||, There are certain determinate 


ble Examples every Day) as the foaming Waves in a 


tempeſtuous Sea ſeem angry at their Reſtraint ; but 
the immutable Decree hath pronounc'd, Hitherto ſhale 


| thou come and no farther. Thus the Pſalmiſt repre. 


ſents the Wicked as gnaſhing their Teeth upon the Juſt, 
4 when they are not able to bite d. Were their Strength 
in proportion to their Malice, and Diligence, nothing 
could ſtand before them. They would defie the 
f Thunders of the —_ ; and like thoſe bold Atheiſts 
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men- 


Bounds, which the moſt heighten'd Fury can no more 
f over paſs, than the ſwelling Waters can the Banks 
chat confine them. They may fret and ſtorm that 

x they can do no more. Miſchief (of which we have viſi- 
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mention'd in Job , Stretch out their Hand again aan 
Cod, run, upon him, even upon his N eck, upon the 700 holt 
Boſſes of his Bucklers. But GOD hath declar'd in the ewe, 
moſt awful manner, that every Knee ſhall bow to Him] 2 
an 
IT belongs eſpecially to Chriſt, as King of Hig Jor 1 
Church, to diſappoint his Plotting Enemies. Thi tho' 
Reobt Hind ſhall find out thoſe that hate Thee; Context | what 
v. 8. Nor needs he any Foreign Suceours to ſecure '* 
the Victory: He hath overcome them already in Hf L. 
own Perſon; He hath bruiſed the Serpent's Head; 
The World, "and the Prince of it are under His Feet. \ 
He hath aboliſh'd Sin, and triumph'd over Death and 
Hell. By His Power from Heaven He carries on 2 20 
HFlis Conqueſts, to the Confuſion of all that oppoſe 
Him, or intend Evil againſt Him, All Government , 
laid upon His Snoulder, and all Authority is given to Him, 
nor Jhall any ſacrilegions Hand wreſt the Sceptre out * 
of Hi. He changeth the Times and Seaſons, and] ” 
maketh all the Mutations in the Earth contribute to! 
His Grand Deſign, in the Salvation of His Elect.. **! 
He hath founded His Church upon a Rock, the R the 
of Ages , mighty Floods have beat upon her, but ſhe Þ | 
is out of Danger from them all, for the Higbeſt himſel. Ne 
hath eſtabliſhd her; a greater Security than the moſt Þ 
 ſanguinary Penal Laws : The GATES OF HELL 05 
( vai as * ſhall not prevail againſt hed: Neither! ar 
the Grave, the common Receptacle of all Men, nor] 8 
the Place of the Damned, nor Men, nor Devils, ſhall | ©* 
diminiſh the Number of thoſe ordain'd to Salza. be 
tion, ; 


T HE Preſervation of Reform'd Chriftianicy, 1 ö L 
may ſay, of the Proteſtant diſſenting Intereſt, in theſe : 
Kingdoms, ever ſince the Union of the Two Crowns, is, 


* — 
Job 15. 25, 26. * Matth. 16. 18. | 


among 
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Among other Evidences, a ſtand ing Proof, that the 


an oſt fpiteful Enemies, tho' arm'd with Authority and 
the Power, could never accomplifh all their Deſigns ; or 
Nin] foot out a Body of Men whom they have proſecuted, 


1 dad would ſtiſl profecute with an eternal Hatred, 
for no other real Provocat ion, than their peaceable, 


tho ſtrict Adherence to a Scriptural Religion. With 
what diligent Malice have a Set of Men amongſt us, 

endeavour'd, at all Times, to render thoſe of our 

22 ion, and indeed al ſuch, of what Denomina- 

Lion ſoever, as have expreſsd any Deſire after a far- 
ther Reformation, or the bealing of our Breaches, odi- 

ous to Mankind, and obnoxious to the Civil Powers, 

because they durſt not betray the Liberties of the Na- 

tion to Popery and Slavery, or ſubmit their Conſciences, 

in Matters of Religion, to any other Authority than 
Urhat of Chriſt ? What Methods have they not tried 
to propagate Vice, and ſuppreſs all Expreſſions of ſe- 
rious Godlineſs? They have procured Laws to de- 
bauch the People, and diſkonour G O D: They have 
taught their Diſciples to ridicule the very Name of 
- the Grace of od, ſo much conſecrated in Scripture z 
and, by impious Jeſts, to banter all Expectation, or 
f | Neceſlity of Supernatural I fluences, to the right Diſ- 

charge of fpiritzal Duties, This Device they have 
found ſucceſsful to corrupt young People, and ſuch ag 
are of an aſpiring Genius, who are not fortified a- 
ö gainſt the Re proach of the Wicked, It hath been their 
- conſtant Practice to ingroſs all Temporal Preferments 
and Advantages to their own Party; which, by a long 
Experience, they find the moſt powerful Argument 
to recommend their ſo much ador'd Conſtitution, This 
Device goes a great way, and makes the Pale of this 
Church an enchanted Circle, The Enjoyments of the 
World, temporal Riches, and diſtinguiſhing Honours 
are Things paſſionately eſteem'd, and lov'd by the 
| greateſt Part of Men. And Jruth it ſelf will el but 
few Votaries, when enpos d to Poverty and Contempt. 
| | Bus 
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But that which renders this Device more criminal, is, 
that it is attended with a Violation of the Natura 
and Civil Rights of others; yea, the moſt horrid Pro- Ack 
ſtitution of Things ſacred, that has ever been known / w 
in the Chriſtian World! But notwithſtanding theſe, and 
and ſome later, and no leſs miſchievous Devices, we WI 
are, Thanks be to God for it, ſtill in Poſſeſſion of ou F 
holy Religion, and enjoy a Liberty to worſhip God con 

in that Way we judge moſt agreeable to his Will, the 


T can be no Pleaſure to us to recriminate againſt the 
any, no, not our conſtant Enemies, who have watch- vid 
ed all Opportunities to deprive us of what we moſt led 
value in the World; whoſe very Forbearance we ſes 
would purchaſe at any lower Rate than the Expence i fru 

of our SINCERITY, which, (however the Word Z of 
it ſelf be now exploded by ſome, as a ſuſpected Term, ſuc 
and all Pretentions to the Thing are branded as a fer 
Mark of Infidelity) we cannot part with upon any * 
Account whatſoever : But no Body can take it amiſs, 
that we are ſenſible of our own Preſervation, and al- 
low 1t a Share in our publick Commemorations of Na- fot 


tional Mercies aud Deliverances. * 
] The APPLICATION. & 
6 I SHALL conclude this Diſcourſe with ſome ſuita- al 
ble Reflections: And, s 


fi I. IT becomes us, with grateful Reſentments, to | © 
_ admire the Goodneſs of GOD to theſe Nations, d- 
ſeribing to Him the Glory of all our Deliverances. tl 
; This is the Uſe made in our Context, of the Diſap- K 
L pointments of wicked Men, Be thou exalted, Lord, h 
j in thine own Strength, ſo will we ſing and praiſe thy Power. I 
And in a parallel Place, when Cuſh the Benjamite and 

his Complices had ſunk into the Pit they had digged 3s 

a Grave for others, and, by a juſt Retribution, their 

| EE 
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violent Dealizo came thundring down from Heaven 
upon their own devoted Heads, there is a thankful 
Acknowledgment of the Divine Power and Goodneſs: 
will praiſe the Lord according to his Righteouſneſs, 


ow 
beſe and will ſing Praiſe to the Name of the Lord moſt High *. 
wel When fraudulent cruel Men are defeated of their 


Four! Ends, and thoſe Meaſures which they had dextrouſly 
God contriv'd, and concerning which they had promited 
themſelves a certain Event, are blaſted in the moſt 
critical Moments, or turn'd againſt the Conſpirators 
themſelves ; this is ſuch a Diſplay of a Divine Pro- 
vidence, as challenges the moſt religious Acknow- 
| ledgment, And have not we Matter of devout Prai- 
| ſes, who have been this Day celebrating the many 
| fruſtrated Deſigns of enſlaving us to the Religion and 
Politicks of Popery ? Had either of the bad Deſigns 
ſucceeded, to which this Solemnity particularly re- 
fers, our whole Land had, long &er now, been cover'd 
with Anti-chriftian Darkneſs after a Deluge of Blood. 


BUT we have freſher Inſtances of God's appearing 
Vg. | for us. We have ſeen a Rebellion form'd and car- 
ried on againſt our rightful Sovereign King GEORGE, 
which would have depriv'd us of all the Advantages 

of the late Revolution, and of His MAE S T Y's 

I happy Acceſſion to the Throne. A Rebellion which 
ta- all the Force then in the Kingdom could not repe ll, ha 
not God been on our fide, diſpiriting thoſe who were 

in Arms, and ftriking a Pannick into ſuch as were 

to | confederated to join them, One Victory on the part of 
a. || the Rebels would, humanly ſpeaking, have compleated 
es, | the fatal Deſign. Our very Enemies tell us, That 
* had our Forces been routed at Preſton, the Rebellion 
rd, had been univerſal in all Parts of the Kingdom. And 
er, it is intirely owing to the Goodneſs of God, that the 
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King's Army prov'd victorious, a conſiderable Paſſhond 
of which (if moſt Accounts be true) were unfit fo/a/t 
Battle, and ſuch as could not ſtand the Fire of ouſputb 
Enemies. | 3 ha 

NOR was it otherwiſe in Scotland. There is nothingſh;ry, 
in all our Hiſtories ſo amazing, as that a Handful offchei 
Men ſhould ſnatch a Victory from a numerous Ar.ſnor 
my of the Higkland-Clans, who at the Revolution hadflhenc 
cut to pieces more than their Number of veteran Troopiſtend 
under a fam'd General; tho' with the DiſadvantageſM@na 
of having loſt their Chief in the Beginning of the En-frate 
gagement. Nothing can ſecure the greateſt Men, ore 
the greateſt Actions from the Cenſures of Envy: Buſſtere 
as a whole Nation, more nearly concern'd, and mor Hor 
capable to judge, have declar'd their Sentiments inflwe 
the moſt publick Manner, ſo Peſterity will acknow.{Nex 
Jedge the Merit and Succeſs of that glorious AttiorMaccc 
and of the ſubſequent Conduct of our rruly Noble Ge 
neral, who ſuppreſs'd ſo formidable a Rebellion withſRthey 
ſo little Bloodſhed, by which he has purchas'd alf 
laſting Glory. But tho? we would not detract fromſſſcies 
the Honour belonging to thoſe who are eminent!yſtent 
form'd for ſignal Services, yet the Glory of our De. that 
liverance is due only unto God. And the diſadvan4 feat 
tageous Circumſtances of the Royal Army {ſcarce til trai 
be parallel'd, and which requir'd a Diſpoſition diffe-] 
rent from the uſual Methods of carrying on a Fight 
upon equal Terms) render the Divine Providence 
more conſpicuous. 


NOW if we conſider the Temper and Oualities of 
our Enemies, of the Fomenters, and Actors in thi 
unnatural Rebellion ; Men, for the moſt part, who 


under the Umbrage of a Zeal for the eſtabliſh'd Vir 
Church, had abandon'd all Fear of God, and all F:a Go 
liey to Men: If we conſider the dreadful Profpei ex; 
tute Enemies had (ſtill extending our Thoughts be eal 
5 | youu 
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Parond thoſe who actually appear'd in Arms) and the 
t fo ate and Deſolation intended by them; we cannot: 
ouſbut be raviſh'd with a Senſe of ſo great a Deliverance. 
hat could be expected from Men of their Com- 
Pplexion, who at once had ſtifled all Senſe of Hama- 
hinghiry, and all Remorſe of Perjury, had they carried 
il offheir Point? Neither could our Fears then ſuggeſt, 
Ar. nor can our Thoughts now, at one View, compre- 
hend all the terrible Conſequences that muſt have at- 
ended their Succeſs, The Miſcarriage of their trea- 
onable Schemes in the Queen's Time, would exaſpe- 
Trate their Fury, eſpecially againſt thoſe who had Cou- 
rage and Honeſty at that Time, to declare for the In- 
erefts of our preſent Sovereign, and his Illuſtrious 
ouſe, now our Royal Family. How thankful ought 
we to be that they have fail'd in all their Purpoſes ? 
Never were the Words of our Text more happily 
accompliſh'd than in our Day ; They intended Evil 
againſt thee, they imagin'd a miſchievous Device, which 
they were not able to perform. Vea, not only have 
all their Hopes been fruſtrated, but their Conſpira- 
fronſ cies have produced Effects quite contrary to their In- 
ntly tentions, . eſtabliſhing what they ſought to deftroy. So 
De- that the Wiſdom of God is relucent, not only in de- 
van. teating, but alſo in permitting every Part of their 
e tog traiterous Conduct, from firſt to laſt ; ſuch a Diſco- 


life very of Mens Principles and Deſigns, being neceſſary 
Fichi to our laſting Tranquility. 


WE may reaſonably hope, that our R eligion and 
Liberties are now ſettled upon a firm Foundation. 
es off We have a King upon the Throne, whoſe Heart is 
thi 3ntirely Proteſtant, and in whom all his People may 
who claim an Intereſt, A King adorned with all Princely 
iſn d Virtues, and well tried Experience in all the Arts of 
5d Government. His Enemies, though unworthy, have 
ſpect} experienc'd his great Clemency : And he has given us 

early Marks of his Piety towards God, in owning it 
1 to 
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to be his ſole Prerogative to rule the Conſciences of is 


Men, m Things purely of a Religious Nature. The 
Want of which Virtue in OTHERS, may be reckon'd 
as the Source of all the FATALITIES that have 
attended them. And that which heightens the joy. 
ful Proſpect is, that our growing Happineſs is likely 
to be tranſmitted, with Advantage, to future Ages, 
in a long Succeſſion of Proteſtant Princes. So that 
nothing but our own Sins, and the Neglect of thoſe 
who are the trueſt and moſt diſintereſted Friends to 
the Government, can hinder our being a Happy 
People, under the greateſt and beſt of Kings. 


II. LET us therefore in the next Place, not con. 
tent with meer verbal Acknowledgments, live ſur. 
ably to our Mercies and Deliverances. If God re- 
ſtrains, or otherwiſe prevents our Enemies, from 
doing us that {chief which they had deviſed and 
purpoled in their Hearts, it is, that we ſhould obe. 
diently live to his Glory, and ſerve him in Xigber. 
ouſneſs and Holineſs all cur Days. He hath given us 


the Revelation of His Mind and Will in the Scriptures, | 


which are a Perſe Rule, and able to make us perfed. 
Our very Proteſtantiſm is founded upon à Right to 
ſearch into them, and act according to the Convictions 
we Gerive from them. But what will it avail to aſ- 
ſert this our Liberty, if we do not practice it? If we 
neglect to ſearch the Scriptures, or allow our ſelves 
in any Deviations from it, in Faith or Practice? Let 
us therefore maintain our Religion, not by barely 
cont ending in Words, with the Adverſaries thereof, 
but by expreſſing the Truth and Power of it in our 
Converſations. | 


ALL the contending Purdies among Chriſtians, 
pretend that they are ſtriving for Religion: And 
each Party thinks its ws Way the beſt. ſurely 


that Man is inthe right, who leads a holy Lite ; who 


15 


the 


Evil. Deſigning Men, Sc. 37 
is juſt, and merciful, and walks humbly before God: 


Who daily worſhips one God, in a Way ſuitably to 
His Nature; who expects Salvation by one Mediator, 
Jeſus Chriſt, who being God and Man, is a compleat 
Saviour : And who depending upon the Aids of the 


Divine Spirit to reform and purify his Nature, endea- 
vours to excel in Faith, and Charity, and good Works. 


THE Differences in Religion need be no Stumb- 
ling· block to any; for we have clear Characters, and 
certain Criterions that may ſerve as Pole- ſtars to guide 
us in the good Way : And if we obſerve them aright, 
we cannot be guilty of any fatal Miſtakes. That 


.$/ay is certainly moſt pleaſing to God, which is moſt 
t. malign'd and oppos'd by Satan, and by thoſe who 


are viſibly under his Conduct; and that cannot be 
Idolatry, or Superſtition, or a Hrannous Power over 
Men's Conſciences; for Satan is not divided againſt 
himſelf. That is the trueſt Religion, which is moſt 
enliven d by the Word and Spirit of GOD : And that 
the moſt acceptable Worſhip, which is moſt Scriptu- 


ral, and freeſt of the Pageantry of Humane Inven- 


tion. In a Word, That is the pureſt Chriſtianity, 
which exhibits moſt of a ſincere Faith, effectual and 
evident in the Moral and Practical Part of Religion, 
after the Example, and in Conformity to the Lams 
of Chriſt. And ſeeing we decline not to have our 
Profeſſion tried by theſe « Marks, let there be a per- 
tect Correſpondence and Harmony between it, and 
the whole Courſe of our Lives. Amen, 


F IVI S. 


ERRATA: — 
Page 5. Line 8. for sc read todyeres. Thid. I. 3. from 


the Bottom, for Verſe, r. Verſes. Ibid. for goes r. go. 
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